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CHAPTER I —Origin and Function of Outline

   Outline, one might say, is the Alpha and 
Omega of Art. It is the earliest mode of 
expression among primitive peoples, as it is with 
the individual child, and it has been cultivated 
for its power of characterization and expression, 
and as an ultimate test of draughtsmanship, by 
the most accomplished artists of all time.

   The old fanciful story of its origin in the 
work of a lover who traced in charcoal the 
boundary of the shadow of the head of his 
sweetheart as cast upon the wall by the 
sun, and thus obtained the �rst pro�le 
portrait, is probably more true in 
substance than in fact, but it certainly 
illustrates the function of outline as the 
de�nition of the boundaries of form.
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